AASHTO Domestic Scan Proposal Form
AASHTO is soliciting topic proposals for a FY 2013 US Domestic Scan Program (NCHRP Panel 20-68A).  Each selected scan topic will be investigated through site visits to three to six locations over a one or two week period, conducted by a group of eight to 12 transportation professionals with expertise in the selected topic area.  Proposed topics should meet the following criteria:

· Address an important and timely need for information by transportation agencies;

· Are of interest to a broad national spectrum of people and agencies;

· Are complex and also “hands-on,” meaning they lend themselves particularly well to exploration through on-site visits; and

· Are sufficiently focused that the tour participants are able to investigate and understand key issues in the limited time available on the tour.
Proposals should be returned no later than November 4th, 2011.

	Proposal Contact Information 

Name:
Robert Rocchio
Title:
Managing Engineer, Traffic Design & Research Section
Agency/AASHTO Committee: Rhode Island DOT / SCOH-Traffic Engineering
Address:
2 Capitol Hill, Room 231A, Providence, RI 02903
E-mail:
brocchio@dot.ri.gov
Telephone number:   (401) 222-2694 ext. 4206
Date of submission:   11-08-11


	Title of Proposed Scan
Best Practices in the Use of Signs and Pavement Markings at Roundabouts

	Problem Statement  (What topic is to be examined? What drives the need for the scan? Why now?)
The number of modern roundabouts designed and installed across the US continues to expand and increase due to the roundabout’s proven effects on highway safety.  However, national standards for the design and implementation of traffic control devices to control, warn, and guide highway travelers in using such roundabouts are severely lacking.  While the current (2009) edition of the MUTCD includes a wealth of new details and information regarding such devices, most provisions are in the form of permissible “option” statements which allows for great disparity in practices across the country.  Further improvements to traffic operations and safety at roundabout intersections can be achieved thru the use of more consistent sign and marking practices at roundabouts, and a review of what has worked well (and what has not) to date will enable recommendations to be formulated on such.  Without a summary of best practices, individual states will likely continue “on their own” with differing sign and marking treatments at roundabout intersections.



	Scan Scope  (What specific subject areas are to be examined?  Which cities and states might be visited?  Which agencies/organizations (including specific departments or types of staff if applicable)?

Examine/compare the details/specifications/practices/protocols that select States/Counties/Cities follow RE: traffic control signs and markings at, within, and on the approaches to roundabouts (select States/Counties/Cities with the most experience with roundabout construction and post-install-evaluations [e.g., Maryland, Colorado, New York, etc.] to date), and examine/compare the safety and mobility effects of each on travelers (e.g., via crash data before/after reviews, traveler feedback/complaints/surveys, etc.).
Personnel and Managers from State Agency Traffic Engineering/Operations, Safety, Construction, and/or Public Relations offices should be involved with the scan.



	Scan Objectives  (What key information is to be gained?  What information is to be shared after the scan?  Who would the audience be for this information?)

The scan should allow the best practices (based on experience) regarding traffic sign and marking device selection and implementation at roundabouts across the country to be summarized/compiled in one location/effort.  It is anticipated the scan would recommend the development of more uniform national standards for the design and implementation of traffic signs and markings associated with roundabouts.
The scan information/findings should be shared with not only all State and local transportation agencies, but also the professional groups involved with the establishment of national traffic control device standards (e.g., NCUTCD, FHWA, ITE, etc.).  


	Benefits Expected (Including potential impacts on current technology or procedures)
The scan recommendations would both allow for and foster more uniform national standards for the design and implementation of traffic control devices at and on the approaches to roundabouts.  The far reaching objective is to improve traffic operations and safety at these intersections.




